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Keep up with School/PTSA Events!
Visit hazelwolfk8.org and add the Google calendar to keep track of PTSA events!
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WELCOME TO DECEMBER!
A huge thank you to teachers and staff for spending time preparing for, organizing, and
attending conferences. It makes such a difference to families knowing we have devoted
staff who care about our students' success.
December brings many Hazel Wolf traditions! It's our third annual Toy Swap, which gives
our neighbors and community an opportunity to reuse and recycle during the holiday
season. Our 4th - 8th graders will begin preparing to audition for our annual Spring
musical - this year it's Freaky Friday! And we'll have several concerts to highlight the
talents of our 3rd, 4th, 5th and Middle School students.
We hope you are able to enjoy some quality time with your families during this season
and over the two week winter break.
Sincerely,
Ms. Nelsen, Principal
Kim Steffensmeier, PTSA President

JOIN THE HAZEL WOLF PTSA
Spirit Gear Sales. Back to School Night. Backpack and Snack Drives. Tutoring and Classroom
Stipends. E-STEM and Social Events. What do all these things have in common? They are powered by
the Hazel Wolf K-8 PTSA!
If you want to help support our efforts to facilitate family involvement in the school community and also
enhance the learning experience for every child, consider joining the PTSA this year! Becoming a
member costs $15 per adult and $9 per student (5th-8th grades). Not only will you provide financial
support for our programs, but you’ll also have a vote in our general sessions throughout the year. Our
goal is to have at least one family member join the PTSA for each student, so we can continue to align
our budget and initiatives to our community’s needs.
And membership does have its benefits – including discounts on the Washington State Fair, Great Wolf
Lodge, Legoland, Office Depot, Hertz, and many more. Go to the PTSA website to learn more about
what we do for our school community and how you can join us - https://hazelwolfk8.org/join.

2

SEATTLE POLICE TALK TO 8TH GRADE
STUDENTS ABOUT SOCIAL MEDIA

TREASURER’S CORNER
The PTSA continues to provide our community
with resources and support for a variety of
programs. Some of the contributions from
October include:

On November 1, Kelly Crouch from the Seattle
Police Department spoke to all the 8th grade
students about being responsible when on social
media and being careful about what they post.
Things they think are private can be re-sent and
put out into
cyberspace. She
spoke of the
importance of their
digital footprint.
Colleges are now
looking at student’s
online use as part
of their vetting
process. Students have been denied college
admission due to their social footprint. Jobs are
also using this as a tool for hiring. Ms. Crouch also
pointed out that the fine print for many social
media sites states that they own anything you
post. They then can use this information for
whatever purposes they want. It is important to be
informed when signing up and using social media
sites. This was a capstone event for the October
focus on the safe use of social media in the 8th
grade Wolf Packs.

•

Supporting our art teacher with funds for
art supplies and drawing books

•

Providing funds for staff appreciation

•

Supporting our middle school music
teacher with funds for instruments

•

Purchasing partition walls for middle school
pods

•

Providing extra funds to teachers for
classroom supplies

COMMUNITY TOY BUY, SELL, AND TRADE
Trying to motivate your children to let go of
unloved toys? Want to clear space in your home
before the holidays? Interested in making a little
extra holiday cash? Rent
a table at the event to
sell your gently used
toys, books, and
gear. 10:00 am- 12:00
pm on Saturday,
December 1 at Hazel
Wolf K-8. Entry is free
to just shop!

PTSA FINANCIAL AID
We want every child to be able to fully participate
in their school experience. The PTSA has funds to
help support school-related activities and needs
for our students. This includes scholarships for
field trips, assistance for
glasses, coats or shoes,
scholarships for yearbooks,
or assistance in
participating in other
school-related programs.
Please contact Ms. Nelsen if
you know of a student who
could use assistance - we want every child to
succeed and be a part of our community!

Cost is $6/Adult. $4/student (per half lunch table).
If you or your student would like to rent a table to
sell at the event, or you would like to volunteer to
help out, please contact Zoe at:
Neighborhood@hazelwolfk8.org or 206.445.8521.
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SCHOOL MUSICAL AUDITIONS

MUSIC CONCERTS

Does your student love to perform? Or maybe
they have always wanted to give it a try? 4th - 8th
graders are invited to audition for the school
musical, which this year, will
be Freaky Friday, directed by
our new drama and
performing arts teacher Ms.
Hammond! Students in
grades 4-8 can audition for
the cast or be a part of the
crew!

Come enjoy the talents of our Hazel Wolf students
by attending an up coming concert taking place
this month: 3rd & 4th graders in their Drama/
Dance concert on Wednesday, December 12
and our middle school musicians in their concert
on Thursday, December 13.

Audition dates are December 10 or 11, and
callbacks are on December 12 and 13 (all times
right after school). Rehearsals start January 7 and
will be Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays after
school. Show dates are March 12-15.

PJ’S AND PANCAKES
Mark your calendars! Our 2nd annual family
pancake breakfast will take place on Saturday,
January 26 from 8:00 -10:00 am in the
cafetorium! Professional pancake flipper, Chris
Cakes, will provide regular and gluten free
pancakes, turkey sausage, orange juice and
coffee. Classic Saturday morning cartoons will be
featured on the big screen. This fun family social
was a huge hit last year! Suggested donation $5
per person.

PARENTS SUPPORTING PARENTS – THE
SOCIAL ISSUES MEETING
At our next group on Monday December 3, we’ll
spend the first hour sharing overall challenges
and resources. The
second hour will focus on
the theme of helping kids
make friends
and navigate
personal relationships.
Come and join the
conversation.

Upcoming dates and themes include:
February 4: Dyslexia
April 1: Anxiety
June 3: TBD
All meetings are from 7:00 - 9:00 pm in the
library. Email elliskatherinem@gmail.com if
you would like childcare or if you have any
questions or concerns. See you there!
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CONGRATULATIONS MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS
VARSITY SOCCER TEAM!

DECEMBER SPIRIT DAY - PAJAMA DAY!
Friday, December 7 is spirit day. This month is
pajama day, the comfiest day of the year!

Hazel Wolf Middle School Girls Varsity Soccer
team, led by Coach Kent, fought hard all season to
come in second in the K-8 school league. They
beat the third place team, Salmon Bay in the semifinals to advance to the final game against TOPS
(the first time a HW team has played in the final
game). The girls played hard, but lost to the TOPS
team, ending their season in second place
overall. Go Wolves!

ROOSEVELT JAZZ NUTCRACKER
The Roosevelt Jazz Band performs Duke Ellington
and Billy Strayhorn’s Jazz Nutcracker on Saturday,
December 8 at 7:30 pm and Sunday, December 9
at 2:00 pm in Roosevelt’s Performing Arts Theatre,
1410 NE 66th Street, Seattle. Ticket prices are
$18.00 for adults and $13.00 for students and
seniors and can be purchased at http://
www.rooseveltjazz.org/events/jazz-nutcracker/.
Duke Ellington was a great American composer,
pianist and leader of his jazz orchestra. Ellington
started working with classical themes in the 1940s
and, after hearing Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite,
enlisted Billy Strayhorn to create a new
arrangement. Our Jazz Nutcracker is further
enhanced with additional arrangements by
Essentially Ellington transcriber, David Berger. We
hope The Roosevelt Jazz Nutcracker will become
part of your annual holiday traditions!

SPELLING BEE
Hazel and The Bee! Be on the lookout for the
Hazel Wolf School Spelling Bee registration
materials in your
December Kidmail! This
year's Bee will be held
February 4. All students
grades 1-8 are eligible,
with the school winner to
advance to the Regional
Spelling Bee March 2. Forms and details will go
home with kids before the holiday break.

LOST AND FOUND - LAST CHANCE FOR
OCTOBER ITEMS!
Each month all of the lost and found items will be
tagged and then at the beginning of the following
month, if the tagged items are
still there - they will be
donated. So make sure to stop
by and check the lost and
found!
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every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact
same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience
as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon
will donate a portion of the
purchase price to the
PTSA. For more
information, visit: https://
smile.amazon.com/about.
Be sure to select "Hazel Wolf PTSA Unit 6.15.24"
as your selected charity.

FUNDRAISING FUN!
THE AUCTION IS COMING! SAVE THE DATE!
By now, you should know that the best party of the
year is the Hazel Wolf K-8 PTSA Auction and
Parent Social, and it is coming soon! Book your
sitter for Saturday, March 30, 2019 and join us
for a fabulous night of games, dinner, specialty
drinks, and bidding. Tickets go on sale January
11.

BELLEVUE ICE RINK FUNDRAISER
Mention you are with Hazel Wolf at the admission
counter and a $3 donation will be made to your
PTSA for each paid rink admission during these
dates: November
23 – December 21
and January 1 – 13.
Visit
bellevueicerink.com
for skating hours,
promotions and
special events.

Hard copies of all the information you need to
know about the auction came home in Kid mail
last week. Additional copies are available in the
office or can be found online at https://
hazelwolfk8.org/auction/.
We need everyone’s help to ensure this event is a
success. Start thinking about what kind of item you
want to donate! Do you want to host a special
dinner for a few
couples? Do you have
extra tickets to a
sporting event or
theater show? Do you
know someone who
works at restaurant
who would donate a
dinner for two or four? Are you especially crafty
and can put together a unique gift basket? The
possibilities are endless! Check out the website
or email Procurement Lead Tabitha Burns
at auctioncommittee@hazelwolfk8.org if you have
questions!

Admission: $15, 8 & under $10 (includes skate
rental). Bellevue Downtown Park, 100 100th Ave
NE, Bellevue, WA 98004.

BOX TOPS WANTED
Did you know that Hazel Wolf K-8 receives 10
cents for every valid Box Top for Education that we
submit? Last year we earned over $400! That's a
lot of clipping but we think we can do even more
this year!
Clip and collect (and ask
your friends, neighbors,
family, and coworkers to
clip, too)! Then bring
your UNEXPIRED Box
Tops to the collection box in the front office or
send them in via Kidmail. Easy!

AMAZON SMILE
Gearing up for the holidays? Shop
AmazonSmile! AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support Hazel Wolf PTSA
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Program, which provides extra meals and snacks
for our Hazel Wolf families.

VOLUNTEER NEEDS
Open Enrollment School Tours Lead: Do you
love showing off our school? During Open
Enrollment many families tour our school to learn
about our program.
We need a
volunteer to
organize tour
guides and work
with the school to
organize the tours. If
interested, please contact Zoe
at neighborhoodoutreach@hazelwolfk8.org.

Simply fill out the bottom portion of the backpack
form which can be found in the office. You can
also email familysupport@hazelwolfk8.org to sign
up. You will need to include your student’s name,
grade and teacher and put the form in the box in
the office.
Your child will receive food backpacks on Fridays.
The backpacks contain
items such as: instant
oatmeal, snack bars,
microwavable meals,
cereal bars, peanut
butter, nuts, milk, juice
and fruit. They are
designed to be kid
friendly and self-serve as much as possible.

Auction Volunteers: The auction committee
needs help finding corporate sponsors and
contacting businesses for donations.
Email auctioncommittee@hazelwolfk8.org if you
can help.

BATTERIES, CORKS, & PRINTER
CARTRIDGES...RECYCLE! RECYCLE! RECYCLE!

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT BACKPACKS CONTAIN
PRODUCTS WITH ALLERGENS SUCH AS NUTS,
WHEAT AND DAIRY.

Hazel Wolf has teamed up with various businesses
in our community to help our school recycle the
“non-recyclable.” Starting in November there will
be containers in the main office where you can
drop off batteries, corks,
and printer cartridges.

This program is open to all Hazel Wolf students,
no other eligibility requirements. For more
information contact Tracy at
familysupport@hazelwolfk8.org.

HAZEL WOLF SKI BUS BEGINS JANUARY 2019

These items will be
collected and recycled in
order to help keep waste
out of landfills and to
reduce hazardous
materials from contaminating our environment.
You can help by dropping off any batteries, corks
and/or printer cartridges in the designated
recycling containers located in the main office. If
you have any questions, please contact Shannon
Warner at estem@hazelwolfk8.org. Thank you!

The Hazel Wolf Ski Bus with Webb Ski at Summit
Central will be on Fridays, January 11, 18, 25, and
February 1, 8, and 15 (six
weeks) from 3:25 pm
until around 10:00
pm. The Ski Bus is
primarily for middle
schoolers, but 5th
graders will be allowed
with parent/teacher
approval. If you would like more information, have
your child talk to Mr. Geoff Smith (5th grade
teacher) at school or
email gmsmith1@seattleschools.org or
lorraine.lewis.phillips@comcast.net.

BACKPACK FOOD PROGRAM
Could your student(s) use extra food over the
weekend and during school breaks? If so, please
sign them up for the Weekend Backpack Food
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If you would like to receive food during winter
break, please submit the following information to
the front office by December 17: Name, phone
number, student name(s), number in household,
and any special needs or requests. You can pick
up your food bags from the Hazel Wolf office from
December 19-21.

WINTER FOOD DRIVE

If you would like to volunteer to help with the food
drive, please contact Stacey Mill
at staceywmill@gmail.com.
Please support Hazel Wolf families in need this
winter break!
We are accepting non-perishable, non-expired
food donations from December 10-18. We are
asking each grade to donate specific foods:
Kindergarten: mac & cheese and granola bars
1st Grade: cookies and cereal
2nd Grade: peanut butter and jelly

LIBRARY NEWS

3rd Grade: milk in aseptic cartons and tortillas

Read-a-Thon participation greatly increased from
last year! We will share all results and winners in
the January Paw Print.

4th Grade: canned meat/tuna and crackers
5th Grade: pasta and pasta sauce

Join the library Facebook page to get the latest
news, updates and ideas from our parent
community on reading. To find the group, do a
Facebook search for: Hazel Wolf Library. Happy
reading!

6th Grade: bag of onions and applesauce/canned
fruit
7th Grade: dried and canned beans and rice
8th Grade: canned soup/stew and bag of oranges
or apples
Deliver items to the bin in the front lobby area
near the main office.
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building. I studied English Literature in college
and worked in health care before coming to HW. I
work with Kindergarten through 4th grades doing
literacy support and math. There are so many
things I love about working here, they are hard to
list! Our students and staff are surprising and fun
every day. When I'm not at Hazel Wolf, I love to
run, cook, read, binge watch costume-andconversation style dramas, and embarrass myself
trying to play the ukulele in front of my kids.

HAZEL WOLF TUTORS
Did you know our school has tutors who support
our students in a variety of ways? These
wonderful tutors work with students from
kindergarten to 6th grade in classrooms, in small
groups, and one-on-one during the school day.
They assist with classroom assignments and
homework, run literacy intervention groups,
reinforce our students' social/emotional learning
and organization, and extend the work of our
math specialists. They work under the direction of
our teachers and specialists to help
our students get past bumps in their learning and
dial in their skill sets.

Hi, I'm Nicole Taylor, a new
reading tutor here at Hazel
Wolf K-8. I am a former
Kindergarten teacher from
Lake Washington School
District and have always had a
passion for literacy, especially
in K-2nd grade. I currently help
with Kindergarteners, 1st and 2nd grade students
in the classroom and I teach both a 1st and 2nd
grade reading intervention group. My own
children came through this school (they are now
16 & 19 years old), and it's truly an honor to be
paying it back and forward as a staff member. This
is a very special place. When I'm not at Hazel Wolf,
I'm playing with my Goldendoodle named Zuko
and finding opportunities to exercise and be
outdoors as much as possible. My hours are T-F
9:00 - 3:15 and you can reach me at
nataylor@seattleschools.org anytime, I'd love to
hear from you!

Hi, I'm Cathy Jeannotte. This is
my fifth year working at Hazel
Wolf K-8 as a tutor. My
background is in geology and
law. Before having children, I
worked as a lawyer. This year,
I'm supporting 4th and 5th
grade reading interventions, 5th grade math and
6th grade language arts and social studies. I love
seeing our Wolf Pack learn. When I'm not at HW, I
love to cook. I can often be found curled up on
my couch at home reading.
Hi, I'm Elizabeth Reed. I'm a
new tutor at Hazel Wolf K-8 this
year. I studied business
administration in college and
worked as the manager of the
Seattle Pacific University
bookstore before having
children. I work with 1st and 2nd grade reading
intervention, and Kindergarten through 2nd
grade literacy. My favorite part of my job at Hazel
Wolf is watching the students I work with find their
love of reading. When I'm not at Hazel Wolf, I love
to read, ski, and spend time with my family.

Hi, my name is Mindy Wieman.
I have been a tutor at Hazel
Wolf for three years. Before
landing this wonderful job, I
was a full-time mom. Prior to
having my two girls I worked at
Fred Hutch Cancer Research.
This year I primarily support
math classes in 2nd, 4th, 5th and 6th grades.
When I’m not here I can be found sewing, playing
the piano or getting my sweat on at an exercise
class. In the summer I spend every moment I can
swimming and kayaking in our gorgeous PNW
lakes.

Hi, I'm Tracey Stewart. I've been
working at Hazel Wolf K-8 as a
tutor for 4 years, ever since we
were in the John Marshall
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So far, we’ve worked exclusively with
photography. We’ve done projects on portraiture
(learning about Annie Leibovitz in the process),
non-human subjects (learning about Josef Sudek,
et al.), and documentary photography (with the
help of Dorothea Lange). Our first “deliverable”
will be a book called “A Week in the Life of Hazel
Wolf K-8.” For this project, each student had a
camera for a 24-hour period, documenting their
lives and the lives of the HW kids around them.
Our photo editors are diligently culling through
the hundreds of shots, and we’ll have books
produced and available for purchase in the next
couple of weeks. Another deliverable project
that’s underway is a set of multicultural dinner
photos for display in the lunch room (client:
Rachel Projansky and the ELL department).

MIDDLE SCHOOL MULTIMEDIA CONTENT
CREATION CLASS
By Joe Fogarty
Multimedia Content Creation class is a new yearlong elective that I teach to a very busy and
creative group of 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. My
overall goal in developing and teaching this class
is to create an audio/visual team for Hazel Wolf.
Once they’ve developed some proficiency with
multimedia tools, the ‘Wolf Pack Media Team’ will
be able to help anyone in the Hazel Wolf
community with projects. These projects could
range from helping kindergartners create short
book-talk podcasts, to working with intermediate
kids on video projects, to creating documentary
photographs for areas of our school, to helping
the PTSA with videos for the auction or
community, and more.

After photography, we move into audio. We’ll start
with minor projects about basic sound recording
and editing. Our big project will be several entries
into NPR’s podcast challenge: https://tinyurl.com/
y8s3mh49, coming up in January/February. If we
have time, we’ll move into music recording:
creating digital music, recording live music, and
mixing. For the last part of the year, we’ll move
into video production. The major project for video
will be to work in a team to produce a
documentary about our community. This could
include things on campus, directly related to our
school. Ambitious teams could take on off-campus
projects, documenting aspects of our larger
community to share with the kids and parents here
at Hazel Wolf.

The equipment we use for the class and the
professional development to teach it were funded
by our parent community via the Fund-a-Need at
last year’s auction. We have already bought (and
heavily used) some photography equipment: 5
Canon Rebel T6 DSLR cameras, 1 Canon Rebel
T7i, 3 Nikon point-and-shoot cameras, many
tripods, a light kit with backdrops, and many SD
cards. We also have some donated video cameras
and mics, and will be acquiring audio equipment
in the next couple of weeks. The audio equipment
will include USB microphones and field recorders,
a portable sound booth, and some digital mixing
tools.

In the end, I hope that kids from the multimedia
class gain increased confidence and proficiency in
multimedia communication. They need to see that
they have multiple methods of sharing stories and
exploring the world. Undertaking the complex
steps to gather, organize, and share those stories
will help them understand and appreciate the
overwhelming cacophony of images, sounds, and
messages they contend with every day.

For software, we use the Adobe Creative Cloud.
This includes Lightroom and Photoshop for
photography, Audition for audio, and Premiere for
video. Ideally, we will get access to a brand-new
program in the most recent version of Creative
Cloud, Adobe Rush. Rush is a simplified version of
Premiere, much like Lightroom is a simplified
version of Photoshop. Rush is ideal for what we
need to do, but I’ll have to do some work with the
district or our community to get some Rush
licenses.
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