
         July, 2017 

Welcome 2nd Grade Students and Families! 

A most cordial ‘Hello’ from your 2nd grade Hazel Wolf teachers; Richard Musser, 
Melissa Boni, and Erika Dorje.  This is always an exciting time of year, full of old 
and new friends, and lots of planning. In that spirit, we’d like to share with you 
some of our plans for the 2017-18 school year. 

Second grade is an important year in reading development. Children typically 
move from reading books with 16-20 pages to reading chapter books with 80 
pages or more. They move from books heavily dependent on illustrations to carry 
meaning, to books where nearly all of the meaning is conveyed in text. This is the 
year that students will transition from “learning to read,” to “reading to learn.” 

This year, along with the entire school district, we will be teaching from a new 
reading and writing curriculum.  We are excited to learn more about it over the 
summer and then share information with you in the fall.   

All of us at Hazel Wolf strive to develop scientific thinkers and writers. In 2nd 
grade, our main units of study in science will include; Liquids and Solids, Soils, 
Balancing and Weighing and an integrated unit on the 4 R’s; Reuse, Reduce, 
Recycle, and Rot.  Within these units students will engage in many observations, 
read informational passages, and design and conduct “fair tests” (experiments).  
Students will learn and practice developing ideas based on observable and 
quantifiable data. Throughout each of these units we will explicitly teach 
strategies for scientific thinking, writing, and collaboration.    

Second grade is a big year for mathematical thinking!  Core concepts for second 
grade include 2 and 3-digit addition and subtraction, early multiplication, 
recording and interpreting data, plane and solid figure geometry, fractions, money 
and time.  Most importantly, your child will continue learning strategies for solving 
real world problems using math.  As in previous years we will offer a “walk to 
math” program, where 2nd graders who’ve already mastered 2nd grade math will 
work at a 3rd grade level. 



Second graders will be expected to read at home every night of the week.  In 
addition, we will send home math or other homework 4 days per week; Monday 
through Thursday.   

  



As always, the school purchases all learning supplies for primary grade students; 
pencils, paper, folders, books, etc. We do this both to simplify the back-to-school 
process for you, and because we’re able to get price breaks from bulk purchasing.  
Instead of asking you to purchase a long list of supplies for the year we are asking 
families for a donation of $30.00 to cover the cost for basic classroom supplies.  
Below is a list of OTHER things that we would like you to send with your second 
grader:   

• A backpack for carrying books and supplies back and forth each and every 
day. (Please write your child’s name on it!) 

• A refillable water bottle with a squirt top.  (Please write your child’s name 
on it!) 

• One or two large boxes of Kleenex. 
• A package of regular Baby Wipes (Please no bleach or “disinfectant”) 
• Please leave fancy folders, pencils and pens at home.  All basic supplies will 

be provided.   

We look forward to seeing your child on the first day of school.  Please call 
the Hazel Wolf front office with any questions or concerns. 

 Warm Regards,  

Your second grade team:  Melissa Boni, Erika Dorje and Richard Musser 

 

 

Summer Play Dates 

Kindergarten: 

• Wednesday, July 26, 5 – 7 p.m., Pinehurst Playground 
• Saturday, August 19, 1 – 3 p.m., North Acres Splash Park 
• Saturday, Sept 9, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Hazel Wolf K-8 school playground 

K-5: 



• Sunday, July 9, 3 – 5 p.m., Annie’s Playground (Meadowbrook, 30th Ave NE & 
107th St) 

• Saturday, Aug 12, 3 – 5 p.m., Maple Leaf Playground 

Middle School:  

• Tuesday, July 18, 5-8pm, Matthew’s Beach 
• Thursday, August 24, 5-7pm, Pinehurst Playfield 

All Grades: Wednesday, August 30, 6 – 9 p.m., Magnuson Park 

  

Our school office will be open until July 3rd and then not reopen until August 14th when our 
administrative secretary returns to work.  At that time, you will be sent grade level welcome letters, as 
well as supply lists.   We will also post these lists on the website for the summer.  If you have any 
questions this spring, or over the summer please email me at dnelsen@seattleschools.org.  Have a 
wonderful summer and we look forward to seeing you and your child in September at our Open House. 
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